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MU Library & Information Science Advising Aid

Master’s Degree Program

The Library and Information Science Advising Aid is designed to help you make decisions as you plan your in the Library & Information Science (LIS) program at MU.

How do I use the LIS Advising Aid?

The table below will help you identify which section(s) is most appropriate for you. Go to that section and work through the information and tasks. 

	Are you… 
	Go to... 

	a newly-admitted student?
	Section A: Getting Started 

	admitted and completed at least one course?
	Section B: Planning Your Program of Study 

	near the end of the program? (Congratulations!)
	Section C: The Comprehensive Exam


ALERT: If you are considering applying to the Library & Information Science program at MU, your  

                application must be processed before you complete 9 hours of course work in order to include   

              the hours in your program. Do not delay; apply today! 

Section A: Getting Started 

What’s the Big Picture?
The LIS program consists of graduate coursework focusing on the following areas:

· Foundation-level information about the LIS profession.

· General coursework emphasizing common duties of LIS professionals, including reference services, collection development, management, and the ways information is organized.

· Elective coursework emphasizing the career and specialization areas of your choice. 

Courses in the program are designed to enable you to become a reflective and thoughtful professional who considers the consequences of decisions on library and information users, nonusers and the community. Knowledge and mastery of course content is an important element in your professional acculturation and is demonstrated in a variety of ways, such as essays or creating action plans. In coursework, students are expected to engage in thoughtful interaction with ideas that influence the LIS field. The culminating experience of the LIS master’s program is the Comprehensive Examination.

Your program of study must be coherent and reflect careful consideration of your professional goals. Your faculty advisor has the option to refuse to sign your program of study form if the courses listed do not meet this criterion.  

Missouri K-12 Library Media Specialist Certification

There are very specific requirements for K-12 School Library Media Specialist (LMS) certification in Missouri. Missouri no longer requires that an individual hold teacher certification before becoming an LMS. If you are interested in completing certification requirements, either initial or advanced, contact Dr. Linda Esser (esserl@missouri.edu) who coordinates the LMS certification program at MU. Dr. Esser is familiar with Missouri certification requirements and will assist you with negotiating the ins and outs of the certification process. If you do not hold teacher certification, you must first be admitted to the MA program before being admitted to the LMS Initial Certification program.
If you are seeking certification in a state other than Missouri, you are responsible for determining that state’s certification requirements.

What’s in the curriculum? 
The LIS curriculum reflects the foundations of the field as well as the critical issues facing the profession. The program of study consists of 42 graduate credit hours. You should work closely with your advisor on all course selection decisions. 

	Core Courses (18 credit hours of required courses)*

7301 Introduction to Information Technology (3 cr. hrs.)

7305 Foundations of Library and Information Science (1 cr. hr.)

7302 Organization of Information (3 cr. hrs.) OR
7312 Principles of Cataloging and Classification (3 cr. hrs.)

7313 Managing Collections and Access (3 cr. hrs.)

7314 Reference Sources and Services (3 cr. hrs.)

7315 Management of Information Agencies (3 cr. hrs.) OR
9410/9404 School Library Administration (3 cr. hrs.)

7380 Practicum in School Libraries (2-3 cr. hrs.) OR
7381 Practicum in Information Agencies (2-3 cr. hrs.)


	Approved Elective Courses (credit hours selected in consultation with faculty advisor)

Must include 15 9000-level credit hours.

Must include 12 hours of Resident Credit, (courses taught by a full-time resident faculty member). 



Which courses should I take first? 

Begin with 7305 Foundations of Library and Information Science, a self-paced Web-based course that provides an overview of the profession and its knowledge base. Next, focus on completing core courses. Core courses immerse you in essential theoretical knowledge and practical skills of the discipline and several 9000 level courses require a core as a prerequisite. 

Still not sure how to get started? 
If you have additional questions, contact your academic advisor or the SISLT Student Coordinator: 


Student Coordinator

Phone: 573-884-2670 

877-747-5868 (toll free) 

Email: sislt@missouri.edu
Section B: Planning Your Program of Study 

What is a Program of Study? 

The Program of Study is the list of courses you will complete for your Master’s degree. Typically, the Program of Study - alternately referred to as the POS or M-1 form - is submitted to your academic advisor for approval during the semester in which you complete 15 credit hours of coursework. The POS is then filed with the Student Coordinator and forwarded to the Graduate School. Your POS should be developed in consultation with your advisor. 

How do you create a  Program of Study (POS)? 

The POS worksheet on the following pagse will guide you through the process. 

1. List all University of Missouri–Columbia (MU) graduate courses completed to date related to your LIS program.

2. List all MU graduate courses in which you are currently enrolled related to your LIS program. 

3. List any graduate courses from other institutions you wish to have considered for inclusion in your POS. You may transfer a maximum of six related credit graduate credit hours from another institution with advisor approval. Be prepared to document how these courses directly relate to your LIS plan of study. An official transcript documenting the transfer credit must be forwarded to the SISLT Student Coordinator.

4. List the courses you plan to take related to your academic and career goals in future semesters (approximate the semesters)
5. Check to make certain you have included at least 15 hours at the 9000-level and all required courses, as well as any other courses required for specific programs such as school library certification in Missouri. 

6. Confirm that all requirements are included.

7. Make an appointment with your faculty advisor to discuss your POS.

8. Transfer the agreed upon POS to the M-1 form found on the SISLT Website.  

9. Forward the POS/M-1 Form to your faculty advisor for her/his signature. If the courses are approved, your academic advisor will instruct you to submit the POS to the SISLT office. If there are problems or questions, your academic advisor will contact you for clarification. The final POS may be hand carried, mailed or faxed to the SISLT office. 

	Mail 
	Fax 

	Student Coordinator 

School of Information Science 

& Learning Technologies 

University of Missouri-Columbia 

303 Townsend Hall 

Columbia, MO 65211 
	Attn: Student Coordinator 

School of Information Science 

& Learning Technologies 

FAX: 573-884-0122 


10. Retain a copy of your POS and have it available for reference at all advising meetings. 

After your POS is finalized and submitted, it is possible to change the courses listed. Your POS can amend the POS by submitting a Revision of Program of Study Form and your advisor’s approval of the changes. A Revision of Program of Study form does not need to be submitted for changes in semesters. 

Library and Information Science

Program of Study Worksheet 

1. MU graduate courses completed to date related to your LIS program.

	Course Number
	Course Title
	Credit Hours
	Institution
	Semester & Year
	Grade
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2. MU graduate courses in which you are currently enrolled related to your LIS program. 

	Course Number
	Course Title
	Credit Hours
	Institution
	Semester & Year
	Grade
	SISLT OK

	
	
	
	MU
	
	
	

	
	
	
	MU
	
	
	

	
	
	
	MU
	
	
	

	
	
	
	MU
	
	
	

	
	
	
	MU
	
	
	

	
	Subtotal
	
	
	
	
	


3. Graduate courses to be included in POS (maximum of six related credit graduate credit with advisor approval).

	Course Number
	Course Title
	Credit Hours
	Institution
	Semester & Year
	Grade
	SISLT OK
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4. Courses you plan to take related to your academic and career goals in future semesters.

	Course Number
	Course Title
	Credit Hours
	Institution
	Semester & Year
	Grade
	SISLT OK
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POS Check List:

	POS Includes…
	Circle Yes or No 

	42 hours of graduate credit (minimum) 
	Yes      No 

	15 hours of 9000-level credit (minimum)
	Yes      No 

	12 hours of credit taught by full-time SISLT faculty (Minimum; full-time faculty are underlined on each semester schedule)
	Yes      No

	All required courses 
	Yes      No 

	No more than 12 hours of Problems courses 
	Yes      No 

	Maximum 6 hours of transfer credit 
	Yes      No 

	Checked with Dr. Esser re: Missouri K-12 LMS certification requirements
	Yes      No     NA

	Communicated with advisor
	Yes      No

	Transferred information to M-1 Form
	Yes      No


Section C: The Comprehensive Exam

What is the Comprehensive Exam ? 

Master’s degree students in the LIS program must complete the Comprehensive Examination (Comps) during the final semester of course work. Comps consist of one question in each of four general areas: Issues, Management, Services, and Technology. Each question is created and evaluated by one of the full-time resident LIS faculty.  

The Comps Information Meeting is held several months prior to administration of the examination each semester. You will be given an overview of the content of the questions, a list of suggested readings for each question and information on how Comps will be administered. Students scheduled to take Comps are loaded into a Blackboard site where you can post questions and interact with the Comps Committee and your peers. 

Toward the latter half of the semester, the Comps questions are released on the Blackboard site. You have nine days to answer the four questions and submit the answers to the Comprehensive Exam Committee. 

How is the Comprehensive Exam Evaluated?

At the close of the Comps period, the Examination Committee grades each response pass/fail. Each Committee member is responsible for grading the answer to the question s/he designed. (Example: all Issues answers go to the faculty member who wrote the Issues question). You must receive a pass grade on each of the four questions to successfully complete the Comprehensive Examination. 

If your response to a question does not meet the criteria for a grade of pass, the Committee member will circulate your response to the other three Committee members for further evaluation. If a majority of the Committee members determine the response meets the criteria for a grade of pass, you will successfully complete that section of the examination. If a majority of the Committee members determine he response does not meet the criteria for a grade of pass, the response is marked fail and you will be required to retake that section of Comps (One Section Retake).

What is a One Section Retake?
If you pass three sections of Comps, and fail one section, you will be asked to retake the failed section prior to the end of the semester. You will work with the faculty member who designed the failed question to determine the problem with your initial response. You must submit a new answer before the end of the semester. The retake response is graded pass/fail. If the retake answer is graded pass, you will have passed the Comprehensive Examination. However, if the retake response is graded fail, you must retake the entire Comprehensive Examination during the next semester Comps are administered. 
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